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The Bishop’s Annual Report to 

Minneapolis Area Synod Congregations 

January, 2016 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
   
Grace to you through Jesus Christ, the light no darkness can overcome. As congregations across our 
synod gather for their annual meetings, please know that the synod staff and I hold you in prayer. 
Together, we are bold to ask God for the wisdom and courage to participate fully in the work God seeks 
to accomplish through us all in 2016.  
  
The synod's aspirational vision is "to work together so all experience gracious invitation into life-
giving Christian community and live in just and healthy neighborhoods." As we reflect on 2015, 
we look for specific signs of how we have moved forward in that vision. Perhaps, this might be a lens 
for your congregation as well: are you resourcing and teaching your people to extend gracious invitation 
beyond your church walls? Are you resourcing and fostering life-giving community that enlivens all 
ages? Are you resourcing and partnering with others to foster the health of your neighborhood? Where 
are your time, talent, and money focused? 
  
The synod office asks the same of itself. Though this has been a uniquely difficult year for me, I am 
amazed at how the synod staff, synod council, deans, and committees have kept us moving forward in 
our goals. And, I am profoundly grateful for the prayers and concrete expressions of compassion that 
you and so many have offered to me and my family during the illness and death of our son, John Amos, 
on May 2, 2015. 
  
The first priority of the synod is to support congregations, the communities where lives are healed and 
transformed through the Gospel proclaimed in Word and Sacrament. Much of the synod staff's work 
focuses on leaders. We see ourselves as "talent scouts for Jesus," actively looking for faithful and 
gifted rostered leaders to serve in our synod. We also support our leaders through mentoring, peer 
groups, and other opportunities for spiritual and theological growth. We provide resources for elected 
congregational leaders such as the toolkit gatherings and our staff's commitment to wise and swift 
responses to the many resource requests we receive each day. 
  
The Assistants to the Bishop and I spend much of our time in congregations, conference meetings, and 
synodical gatherings. We work with transitions of all kinds: staff changes, call processes (of which our 
synod had 45 in 2015), conflict situations, and strategic planning. I am privileged to serve with an 
incredible staff - and have often thought how much I would have loved to have any of them walk with 
me in a congregation I served.  
  
In addition to resourcing leaders, we also foster connections among congregations and ministries, 
believing we are stronger together. The connections with our Nigeria and Leipzig companion synods 
grow; and firsts for us are a one-year pastoral exchange with the church of Leipzig and a Nigerian 
Theologian in Residence. I hope you will have an opportunity to meet Pastor Helge Voigt and Dr. 
Ibrahim Bitrus this year. We also rejoiced at the unique invitation made by Prince of Peace in Brooklyn 
Center - whose generous matching gift meant the synod sent more than $106,000 to Lutheran Disaster 
Response/Syrian refugee relief. We are partners, even amplifiers, with congregations, and seek to 
encourage innovation and entrepreneurial energy wherever possible.  
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We continue to give important attention to stewardship and fiduciary responsibility. We were privileged 
to receive grants for our EcoFaith Network and a stewardship development program for new pastors, 
and made our first loan from our Energy Efficiency Loan Fund, for changes in a congregation that will 
save more than 500,000 gallons of water each year.  
  
Finally, I am humbled by the profound privilege of serving with such an extraordinary team as our synod 
staff. Along with the new staff members we welcomed this year, Assistant to the Bishop, Craig 
Pederson, and Executive Assistant, Dee Cole Vodicka; I am also delighted to serve with Deb Stehlin, 
Kristin Raymakers, Lynda Nordholm, Bob Hulteen, John Hulden, Jeni Huff, Karen Ohm Eckenrode, 
and Kelly Chatman.  
  
We look forward to our shared mission together and thank you for our vital partnership. Please let us 
know how we can serve one another better - working together so all experience gracious invitation 
into life-giving Christian community and live in just and healthy neighborhoods. 
 
Bishop Ann Svennungsen 
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Pastor Doug Mork ~ 2015 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
        1 Corinthians 12: 4-7 

Manifestations of the Spirit 
What are the particular “common goods” God is calling us to tend to as a congregation in this particular 
time and place? This is the question we have been called to grapple with throughout 2015 and certainly 
is at the center of our discernment going forward. Changes in both congregation and community are all 
around us. But God’s love and faithfulness never change. We continue to be blessed as individuals 
and as a congregation with great gifts for the good of this community and God’s world.  

 

Causes for Celebration 
God has again blessed us richly in 2015. Lively and life-giving worship has continued at the center of 
this community with so many sharing their gifts through reading, music, dance and all that happens 
behind the scenes to make worship happen. Worship was enriched as well by the completion of our 
organ restoration, celebrated with a fall concert. A continuing emphasis on children and youth brought 
new ministries throughout the year as well as a powerful youth mission trip to South Dakota last 
summer. New leaders have stepped forward to share their gifts all around Cross of Glory with a new 
visitation team, stewardship team and additions to many of our ministries and the council. We cared for 
our building and God’s world with new energy efficient lighting, a new alarm system and a grant that 
will enable us to begin a community garden this spring.  

 

Challenges and Opportunities 
Some of these changes also present challenges for us as we look ahead. In spite of some new 
members and families, we continue to get a bit smaller as a congregation. This presents some resource 
challenges, especially doing ministry in a building designed for a much larger community. We continue 
to look at creative ways to be good stewards of this building. We continue to learn about what it means 
to minister in the Brooklyn Center of today. Pastor Christian and a growing number of Liberian members 
are helping us redesign ministries that serve diverse communities. This will continue to be a critical 
focus in 2016 and beyond.  

The challenge, as you well know, is to both serve and connect at least two rather distinct groups. The 

first group includes members who have deep North American Lutheran roots and have been served 

very well by the worship, programs and ministries that have marked Cross of Glory for many years. The 

second group includes those members for whom these ministry patterns no longer work and/or who 

may have a very different cultural and church background (even if it was Lutheran). While there are 

plenty of things we can do that serve both groups, it is important to recognize the different gifts and 

needs represented. If we are to be faithful to God’s call in this moment in time, we will have to pay close 

attention to the communities we are being called to serve. This also has the potential to be a great 

opportunity and blessing to all of us as we experience more deeply the diversity of God’s people and 

God’s world.  
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Please continue to pray for your staff and leaders as we seek to bring our gifts and answer God’s call 

to serve the common good. Your faithfulness has been a great blessing to so many. Prayerfully consider 

where God may be calling you to use your gifts in 2016! 

Peace, 

Pastor Doug 

 

 

  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2014 Statistics            2015 Statistics 
Baptisms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8  Baptisms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7    

Marriages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  Marriages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 

Confirmed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6  Confirmed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

Funerals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10  Funerals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 

New Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5  New Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  

Average Worship Attendance . . . . .  210  Average Worship Attendance . . . . . .  186 

Enrollment in Children’s Programs  . . 90  Enrollment in Children’s Programs . . .  90 

Enrollment in Youth Programs . . . . . . 25   Enrollment in Youth Programs . . . . . . . 18 

Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 537   Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 448 
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Associate Minister 2015 
Pastor Mark Hostetler 

 
 

Crosswalk Worship Services 
The Crosswalk worship service continues to be a very meaningful service for many people. Our average 
weekly attendance has dropped from 51.6 in 2014 to 43 in 2015. This gives us reason for concern and 
forces us to think more strategically about how we are reaching out to new people. We have been 
intentional about including more world music in our services. During any given month you will hear a 
variety of music styles from Contemporary Praise and Worship, Gospel, Liberian Praise and Worship, 
Folk, Spanish songs and Traditional Lutheran songs. We are so thankful that our worship team 
members also reflects our diversity. We were hoping that our Safari Search Children’s Choir would 
draw more young families, but we have struggled to find a choir director and dance teacher and so the 
Children’s choir did not meet consistently and thus had less impact on our attendance. 
 
Our largest gathering of people was our combined service on Dec. 20th when we presented our 
Christmas concert to 202 attenders. It was followed by a Holiday Luncheon which was a successful 
fundraiser for the youth.  
 
 

Youth Ministry 
2015 was an active year for youth ministry.  We did many fund-raisers to raise funds for our mission 
trip to Pine Ridge South Dakota. The mission trip was a huge success if you define success as 
impacting the lives of our youth.  Yes, they were a blessing to the children we ministered to in SD but 
more important was that our youth were pushed outside their comfort zones, grew in their faith and 
experienced the joy of being the hands and feet of Jesus. Most of our youth would say the trip was the 
highlight of the year. 
 
During the summer months we tried a new program of combining our youth ministry with the youth 
ministries of Faith Healing, Dominion Praise and Church of the Restoration. This was our first attempt 
to do a three-month collaborative ministry with our building partner congregations. Pastor David from 
Dominion Praise, Pastor Omar form Church of the Restoration and Pastor Lawrence and Amanda from 
Faith Healing were all actively involved.  We averaged 30 youth per weekly gathering and as a whole 
it was a good experience.  I will consider doing it again with a few adjustments. 
 
During the fall months we have also collaborated with Valley of Peace Lutheran for two events that 
were very successful.  One was a service project to 2nd Harvest Food Packaging and the other was a 
New Year’s Eve party.  I enjoy partnering with their youth director Emilie Moravec and I am hopeful for 
future collaborations. 
 
We currently have approximately 12 teenagers that form the core of our youth group with an additional 
6-8 who sporadically attend. 
 
 

Preaching 
I continue to enjoy my preaching ministry. I preach approximately once a month.  I am constantly 
challenged to accurately interpret God’s Word and communicate its truths in ways that are relevant and 
meaningful for our lives.  
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Administrative and Leadership Work 
I enjoy working with Pastor Doug and Pastor Christian.  Our staff meetings are meaningful and 
engaging as we wrestle with the challenge of growing our church spiritually and numerically.  Our 
council meetings have also being meaningful and I feel blessed to be working with such devoted lay 
leaders. I don’t make them very often but when I do have the opportunity to do hospital visits, home 
visits, funerals and weddings I consider it a privilege to be involved in the lives of our people  
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve.  My relationship with our members continues to grow 
stronger and the ministry continues to challenge me to trust God more than ever. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Pastor Mark Hostetler 
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2015 Annual Report 

Rev. Christian Vincent 
 

I am grateful to God for His continued guidance and direction to be a member of the Cross of Glory 
family. My family and I are appreciative for the continuing love and welcome that you all have shown 
us. Thank You. 

 

2015 has been a year of continued learning and a year of increased opportunity to serve.  

 

 

2015 Projects: 

1. Safari Search Performing Arts Summer Camp: This year we had over 40 kids registered for the 

camp. Thanks to all the leaders and volunteers for their talents and the dedication they brought to 

make this program a success. 

2. COG Outreach:  

a. Serving as the outreach Pastor has been a role of networking with our neighboring community 

here at Cross of Glory Church. I have been primarily focused on the Liberian community which 

is the targeted community for the growth of our 11 AM service. This has been a slow process 

but we have added a few families that are now part of our family here at COG. Bro. Joe Morris, 

Theresa Sherman, Heidi Dixon and her children: Marrisa, Elijah, Oxford Junior, and Aaron 

Wolobah, Helene Dorbor and their two children: Emmanuel and Angel. There have been many 

visitors from the Liberian community and we are still praying with these families as they are 

deciding to make that decision.  

b. As part of my outreach role, I have been the point person for all of our outside event rentals. 

This has been a great way to showcase our building and use it as a community hub which is 

one of our goals. The rental events have brought in some income and provide opportunities for 

me to tell visitors about our ministries and services.  

c. In the fall of 2015, I suggested that we move our Safari Search Friday program to Sunday 

morning. I believe this will in time bring in parents of the Safari Search children to be part of 

our service. We are averaging about 10 kids that are in the program right now.  

3. Media Ministry: We continue to improve our projection of services, recording and broadcasting of 

worship. Our goal is to have all our services streaming live as well as archived for later viewing.  

 

Thanks 

Rev. Christian Vincent    
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President’s Report for 2015 
Kim Jacobson 

 
As I reflect on this last year of my term as Council President, I just want to say Thank You to those 
who served with me!  We are now 2 full years into our new council structure, and things seem to be 
going well.  We have navigated a few bumps in the road, managed several larger endeavors and had 
good and productive conversation and planning at our meetings. 
 
This past year we elected several new faces to our council team.  Our council was very reflective of our 
church as a whole, with representation from most all age groups (young adult to older ), both 
traditional and contemporary worship, and addition of our first Liberian member.  We saw a willingness 
to serve when asked or approached.  We saw improved involvement in overall participation in Synod 
Toolkit meetings for our leadership.  We had new faces at our annual Synod Assembly meeting and 
had an overall increased commitment to assist with and oversee projects/events within our church. 
 
I am excited going forward with the new faces that will join our council this next year and the roles they 
will fulfill.  We have energetic people with a love for this congregation and church who have said YES 
to joining our leadership and to getting involved on a new level. 
 
This past year, council worked through a book together called We Make the Road By Walking, by Brian 
D. McLaren.  He was also the keynote speaker at our Synod assembly this past year.  Last year I asked 
everyone to walk this road of faith together with council as a strong and dynamic faith community, 
looking with excitement to what lies ahead.  Our walk has not ended.  We are on a wonderful, ever-
changing road with our faith community and our over-arching community.  We are fulfilling a goal of 
becoming a beacon in our community where people gather, if not in our worship service, then in our 
space as one community, coming together over events or issues in this past year.  Please continue on 
this walk to see where our road will lead us and the new adventures that may be around the next curve 
or over the next hill. 
 
Cross of Glory continues to thrive.  We have plans and dreams yet to fulfill and will continue to need 
the support of our members to make these things happen.  In the upcoming year, please continue to 
consider how you can help, where you can put some energy, what project you may feel passionate 
about, or share your ideas/thoughts going forward.  It will continue to take all of us working together to 
get things done and make things happen.   
 
Thank you all for being a part of this faith community.  
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Cross of Glory Enduring Gifts Update ~ 2015 
 

The Enduring Gifts Committee would like to announce that as of December 31, 2015 the balance of 

the Enduring Gifts Account is $242,392.09.  Thanks to the gifts of many present and former members 

that have made donations to this account either as memorials to loved ones or as naming Cross of 

Glory as a beneficiary of their estates.  Some of you might ask what are the benefits that the church 

sees as this account grows.  As you may know, the principal of this account is not available for church 

use as the constitution states.  But the accumulated interest is available for special uses as deemed 

appropriate by the Enduring Gifts Committee.  In 2015 $14,780.00 was granted to multiple happenings 

around the church.  Some include Mission Trip gifts, new tables for the Quilters, new wireless 

microphones, funding for snow blower, mower replacement and installation of the new security system.   

2015 was a down year for our investments.  We had a net loss of $2,304.00 bringing our interest amount 

to $30,942.00 

       Respectively Submitted, 

       Mike Edstrom, Bookkeeper/Treasurer   
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Worship, Music & Arts Ministry Team 
And Fellowship Team – 2015 

 
The Worship, Music and Arts Team co-ordinates the congregation’s worship services in accordance 
with the practice of the ELCA.  Members of the team schedule communion preparation and clean up, 
communion servers and lay lectors to assist in the worship services.  We thank everyone who 
volunteered to serve this past year. 
 
The team is also responsible for having the correct parament colors, banners, and candles on the altar, 
the seasonal decorating of the church, the care of the musical instruments and placement of works of 
art within the church as well as scheduling any musical programs.  The team is responsible for ordering 
items that are needed for the worship services including communion supplies and special items such 
as Advent candles, Poinsettias for Christmas, the Easter Memorial Garden flowers and the weekly altar 
plants. 
 
This past year the team spent many hours decorating for special services such as Easter, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  We appreciate all the help we received from volunteers. 
 
We are very proud of the beautiful music we get from our repaired organ.  We were able to enjoy a 
beautiful organ concert last fall. We also enjoyed the art exhibit of pottery and wall hangings by Keith 
Williams as an introduction of the process of renewal for all the art around the building. 
 
 The Fellowship Team coordinates the omelet breakfasts and any other gathering in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The pot luck dinners for Lent were combined with services led by the youth this last year. Many 
enjoyed the change. 
 
We would like to extend an invitation to anyone willing to join our team.  We are sure you would find 
your time well spent.  You may sign up for a regular member or put yourself on a call list for special 
occasions.  Contact Sharon @ 763-566-1224 if interested. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sharon Quick, Chairperson 
 
Team Members:  Judy Lewis, Linda Knudsen, Marian Priest, Ruth Brateng, Julie Aulwes, Terry 

Stejskal, Gordy Johnsrud and Sharon Quick 
 
Advisors: Pastor Doug Mork 
  Keith Williams 
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Women’s Cancer Support Group 

This is an amazing group of women who are sisters to one another, fighting with all they have, trying 
and many times saying they are “Cancer Free.”  Our faith in God’s healing powers, cancer treatments 
from our on-going hospital’s research programs, teaching us new methods every day, gives everyone 
hope and faith.  Family and friends are most important in the healing process and encouraged us to 
form our Support Group here at Cross of Glory some 20 years ago. 

Our group is teaching, sharing, learning, casual, and many times laughter and silliness, but always 
helpful to one another. 

We thank our nurse, Diane Wenninger, for her medical knowledge and always being helpful to 
everyone. 

Information for our group is posted in the church bulletin and meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the 
month in the church library from 11:30am to 1:00pm.  For further information call Marcia Janasz at 763-
391-6321. 

 

 

 

 

Women of the ELCA 

We have three circles who meet September through May on the third Tuesday each month.  Community 
Needs meets at church at 9:30am, Glory Circle meets at church at noon and the Mission Circle meets 
at 12:30pm at a members’ home.  We use the Bible study in the Gather magazine, always enjoy our 
studies, our friendships and of course coffee and goodies!  Visitors and new members are always 
welcome! 

Our service project for 2015 was on February 5, when we collected items for the “No Hassles Youth 
Food Shelf” where homeless youth are invited to come for food and personal hygiene items.  We were 
happy to have two youth support specialists here to speak.  Thank you to all who donated these 
important items. 

The spring luncheon was on May 16 with wonderful entertainment by the Garms Family.  Thanks go to 
members who helped serve and the men for their assistance.   

Joint Bible studies were held on June 16, July 21 and August 18.  

Our Christmas Smorgasbord was Saturday, December 5 with special entertainment by a father/son 
duo, Allen and Matt.  Our thanks to members who helped served and to the men for their assistance. 

In 2015 we distributed $1,050 to the quilters group, Global Heath for shipping, office and others for 
supplies used throughout the year, a donation to Avenues for Homeless Youth, and a donation to be 
used for Cross of Glory families in need.  Members helped serve 14 funerals in 2015. 

       Carol Sjoquist 

       W/ELCA Chairwoman  
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Cross of Glory W/ELCA 
Treasurer’s Report ~ 2015 

 

 

 

Beginning Balance:     $ 2,022.55  
 
 
Deposits:                 Offerings (at meetings)      107.00 

Funerals (luncheons)                       2,200.00    
Thank Offerings                                 83.00 
  

  
Total Deposits                                                                        $ 2,390.00  
 
  
Checks                    David Garnes      500.00   

Synodical Women’s Organization      100.00 
Gather Magazine          30.00 
Carol Sjoquist          12.99 
Avenues for Youth        100.00 
CEAP Quilters        100.00 
Carol Stejskal          50.00 
Nancy Bixler           50.00 
Global Health        100.00    
Gifts at Christmas                  650.00 
      (COG Office/Pastor-Families in need) 

 Allen Carlson          300.00 
Jan Roth           32.14 
Marcy Hartlage           31.67 
Women of the ELCA  (Thank offerings)       83.00  

 
  
Total Checks                                                                           $ 2,139.80 
 
 
Ending Balance         $ 2,272.75 
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Community Needs Circle ~ 2015 
 Community Needs Circle meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. September 

through May.  We joined the other circles for joint summer Bible study. 

 

 We sponsored the Christmas Giving Tree for the CEAP “Toys for Joy” program.  Thank you to 

Cross of Glory members for supporting this outreach program. 

 

 We invite women to join us for Bible study which is from the Gather magazine and for fellowship. 

   

      Shirley Timm, chairperson 

 

 

Community Needs Treasurer’s Report ~ 2015 
 

Year Offering ~ $284.00 

 

     Plymouth Youth Center     $50.00 

     CEAP Quilters                     50.00 

     CEAP (for Toys for Joy)    184.00 

                                  $284.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Glory Circle ~ 2015 
 

 Glory Circle meets the third Tuesday of each month at 12:00pm at church.  Our emphasis is on 

Bible study and fellowship. 

 

 We contributed supplies for decorations for the December Smorgasbord.  We gave $100 to 

assist families of Cross of Glory at Christmas. We welcome new members!  

       Joan Peterson, chairperson 

 
 

Glory Circle Treasurer Report ~ 2015 
 

    Beginning Balance   $  54.55 

    Offerings      136.00 

    Disbursements    (176.20) 

    Ending Balance    $ 14.35 
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Mission Circle ~ 2015 

 The Mission Circle meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 12:30pm from September to May 

in the homes of the members.  We currently have 10 members.  

 

We begin our meetings with a Bible Study using the format from the Gather magazine.  Members 

lead the studies. 

 

Our disbursements of funds for the year 2015 are:  Global Missions Institute at Luther Seminary: 

$100, Global Health Ministries: $200, Lutheran World Relief: $150 (matching fund), CEAP: $200.  

 

We welcome new members and visitors.  We are blessed as we study God’s word and as we 

enjoy the fellowship of one another.  

                                    Respectfully submitted, 
                                    Jan Roth & Sally Tonsager, Co-Chairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Circle Year End Report ~ 2015 
 
Beginning Balance                   60.50 

Total Receipts               $655.00 

Total Disbursements              $662.68 

Ending Balance                $ 52.82 

 

 

****************************** 

 

Disbursements to Missions 2015: 

 

December 2015   Ceap Quilters         $200.00 

December 2015   Global Health Ministries        $200.00 

December 2015   Lutheran World Relief         $150.00 

December 2015   Global Mission Institute (Luther Sem) $100.00 

 

Total Disbursement to Missions             $650.00 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      Lois Tollefsrud, Treasurer of Cross of Glory Mission Circle 
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2016 Cross of Glory Elected Positions 
 
 
Officers: 
  President – Dan Aulwes     1st Year/1st Term 
  Vice President – Judy Lewis    1st Year/1st Term 
  Secretary – Dawn Bailey     1st Year/1st Term 
  Treasurer – Ed Dedman     1st Year/1st Term 
 
At-Large Council Members: 
  Youth Member – To be filled    1st Year 
  Young Adult Member – Kirsten Edstrom  1st Year/2nd Term 
  Adult Member – Steve Ferley    1st Year/1st Term 
  Adult Member – Johnetta Freeman   2nd Year/1st Term 
  Adult Member – Ruth Lunquist   2nd Year/1st Term 
 
 
Additional Nominations ________________________________ 
 
 
 
All Council positions are 2 year terms, repeatable for a second term   
 
 
 
Synod Conferences and Assembly Representatives 
Pastor Doug, _____________________, ___________________ 
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