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“The kingdom of heaven is a bunch of outcasts and 
oddballs gathered at a table,   

 not because they are rich, or worthy, or good,    
but because they are hungry, and because there is 

always room for more.”    
-Rachel Held Evans, “Searching for Sunday”   

 
I shared this quote in last week’s sermon when we 
explored a couple parables that spoke of the 
expansiveness of God’s kin-dom (Matthew 13:31-33), a 
kin-dom where--as Rachel Held Evans puts it--all who 
hunger are invited to God’s roomy table.    
 
This week, we’ll read the story of a miraculous meal, 
when Jesus feeds 5,000+ hungry people at a makeshift 
table in the wilderness (Matthew 14:13-21).    
 
Tables are places where community not only gathers, but 
where community is formed. Over bread that is broken 
and drink that is shared, we are reminded that all of us 
hunger, and that all of us yearn to be fed--both physically 
and spiritually.   
 
During this time when we’re not able to gather physically 
around tables, Cross of Glory will be thinking about 
creative ways that we can still feed and be fed. One way 
we’re going to try this is by hosting a Virtual Coffee 
Hour. On the first Sundays of the month (which means 
this Sunday, August 2nd!), we invite you to grab a cup of 
coffee and stick around after online worship for a brief 
time of fellowship. Because it’s difficult to converse in a 
large group on Zoom, we will split into “Breakout Rooms” 
(when the time comes, Zoom will automatically sort you 



into small groups of 3-5 people - you do not need to click 
on anything). Virtual Coffee Hour will be a time to check 
in and catch up with one another as you would over 
coffee on a Sunday morning at church. Pastor Ali will give 
further instructions after online worship on Sunday, as 
well as a discussion question to guide your 15-20 
minutes together.    
 
Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour this Sunday after 
worship!   

• By video: Go to zoom.us, enter Meeting ID 
8025025123 and password 433131  

• By phone: Call 312-626-6799, enter Meeting ID 
8025025123 and password 433131 (press # to 
ignore participant ID). Further instructions can be 
found at www.crossofglory.us.  

Finally, just as we are fed at the table in body and in spirit, 
we are called to share the gifts of the table with others. 
Cross of Glory is currently collecting granola bars and 
bottled water or juice to share with hungry neighbors who 
stop by our building. You are invited to drop off these 
items anytime between 9-3 Monday-Wednesday.   
 
I look forward to seeing you at the “table” this Sunday for 
Virtual Coffee Hour, and to continuing to think together 
about the ways that the table can extend into the world,   
    Pastor Ali    
 
 

http://zoom.us/
http://www.crossofglory.us/

